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In the future, your progress may well be
measured not by glorious victories but by
gradual improvements. And therefore, in
your efforts you will need time and patience,
two virtues that Leo Tolstoy called the
strongest of all warriors.

You must know in this endeavor that you
will not be alone, for Russians and Americans
share this bond. We both must learn from
our past, and we both must find the courage
to change to make the future that our chil-
dren deserve. For the sake of your generation
and generations to come, I believe we will
all rise to the challenge.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:12 p.m. in the
Main Hall. In his remarks, he referred to Viktor
Antonovich Sadovnichy, rector of the university;
Foreign Minister Andrey Kozyrev of Russia; and
journalist Dmitriy Kholodov and television per-
sonality Vladislav Listyev, who were recently as-
sassinated in Russia. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Statement on Trade With Japan
May 10, 1995

For more than 2 years, I have committed
my administration to a bipartisan effort to
open world markets. I have done this because
where markets are open, Americans compete
and win, and that means more high-paying
U.S. jobs.

Over the past 20 months, my administra-
tion has made every effort through negotia-
tions to remove obstacles to Japan’s auto and
auto parts market. Unfortunately, those ne-
gotiations have not produced meaningful re-
sults. Today, we announced U.S. action in
response to the continued discrimination
against U.S. and foreign competitive autos
and auto parts in Japan. I want to underscore
my strong support for these actions.

At my direction, my administration will fi-
nalize a preliminary list of Japanese goods
for retaliation. I also have directed Ambas-
sador Kantor to send a pre-filing notification
to the Director General of the WTO, indicat-
ing our intent to pursue a WTO case against
Japan’s unfair trading practices in the auto
and auto parts sector.

Japan is a valued friend and ally. Our polit-
ical and strategic relations are strong. Even
in trade, we have worked together to pro-
mote successes in the Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation forum (APEC) and the Uruguay
round of the GATT. It is in the context of
this overall strong relationship that we must
directly address our differences.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the ‘‘Gun-Free School
Zones Amendments Act of 1995’’
May 10, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
Today I am transmitting for your imme-

diate consideration and passage the ‘‘Gun-
Free School Zones Amendments Act of
1995.’’ This Act will provide the jurisdictional
element for the Gun-Free School Zones Act
of 1990 required by the Supreme Court’s re-
cent decision in United States v. Lopez.

In a 5–4 decision, the Court in Lopez held
that the Congress had exceeded its authority
under the Commerce Clause by enacting the
Gun-Free School Zones Act of 1990, codified
at 18 U.S.C. 922(q). The Court found that
this Act did not contain the jurisdictional ele-
ment that would ensure that the firearms
possession in question has the requisite nexus
with interstate commerce.

In the wake of that decision, I directed
Attorney General Reno to present to me an
analysis of Lopez and to recommend a legis-
lative solution to the problem identified by
that decision. Her legislative recommenda-
tion is presented in this proposal.

The legislative proposal would amend the
Gun-Free School Zones Act by adding the
requirement that the Government prove that
the firearm has ‘‘moved in or the possession
of such firearm otherwise affects interstate
or foreign commerce.’’

The addition of this jurisdictional element
would limit the Act’s ‘‘reach to a discrete set
of firearm possessions that additionally have
an explicit connection with or effect on inter-
state commerce,’’ as the Court stated in
Lopez, and thereby bring it within the Con-
gress’ Commerce Clause authority.

The Attorney General reported to me that
this proposal would have little, if any, impact
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